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AS MUCH AS WE 
LOVE THE SOUTH’S 
QUINTESSENTIAL 
clapboard churches and 
stately mansions, our 
appreciation of Southern 
architecture extends 
beyond the classics. 
We‘ve combed the region 
for noteworthy structures, 
from historical masterpieces 
like Thomas Jefferson‘s 
Palladian Monticello 
to modern marvels like 
the breezy, zero-energy 
McDonald‘s Florida flagship 
(yes, McDonald’s). Our 
final list includes small-city 
cathedrals whose beauty 
rivals those in Europe, as 
well as one of the largest 
Hindu temples in the United 
States, sitting like a filigreed 
cake in suburban Atlanta. 
You‘ll find distinctly Southern 
creations that embrace the 
bayous and forests around 
them and memorials that 
acknowledge the region‘s 
fraught past, like the somber 
steel pillars of Alabama‘s 
National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice. Go forth and 
experience as many of 
these exquisitely designed 
wonders as you can.

By Design
36 OF THE SOUTH’S 
ARCHITECTURAL WONDERS

By Mary Logan Bikoff

Illustrations by Matt Cook

 Hale County Animal Shelter
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T ampa has traditionally flown 
under the radar as one of the 
best-kept vacation secrets 
in the Southeast. But, as 
evidenced by its presence 
on “best of” lists everywhere 

these days (including Time’s World’s 
Greatest Places 2023), the word is 
officially out about this Gulf Coast 
Florida city. Its enticements are myriad: 
year-round sunshine, abundant outdoor 
offerings, and signature events like 
the Florida Strawberry Festival and 
Gasparilla—the biggest and best pirate 
party in existence. While summers are 
predictably quite hot, visitors who come 
during winter and early spring are in 
for a treat: excellent weather (with 
minimal threat of hurricanes), a packed 
calendar of outdoor events (Yankees 
spring training, anyone?), and plenty of 
options for active exploration.

New cool-kid 
city Tampa 

sizzles with 
outdoor 

options all 
winter long

By
BLANE 
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Alabama’s Mobile-Tensaw River Delta is one of the richest 

repositories of life on the planet. A writer tours this vibrant 

but vulnerable ecosystem with the human who knows it best.

Plus: More great escapes into the wild South
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Pouring Herself a Cup of

 
Dolly Parton is hard at work in east Tennessee. She just cut 

the ribbon on a new Dollywood roller coaster, and she’ll unveil 
a major resort this fall. But that’s only the beginning of her 

unprecedented plans for her hometown destination.

By Allison Entrekin
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DOLLY PARTON IS TIRED.
But you only know it because she ad-

mits it if you ask. Her smile is the shape of 
a crescent, and her eyes never leave yours 

when she speaks. “It’ll hit me as soon as we’re done 
today, I think,” she says, leaning into a chair at the 
DreamMore Resort in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. 
She is wearing blue jeans and a red sweater with 
a plunging neckline, her world-famous cleavage 
forming a perfect upper-case Y. Her blonde tresses 
are pinned into a ringlet-spooled updo, her makeup 
newly reapplied. “I’ll probably jump in my bed to-
night and be asleep before my head hits the pillow.” 

Two hours earlier, the 77-year-old had strutted 
onto a stage at nearby Dollywood in a black, 
off-the-shoulder dress, her high heels adding six 

inches to her five-foot frame. Her hair (actually, 
her wig–she owns myriad) had been down, and 
two felt bear ears jutted from her headband. She 
had told the crowd she was looking for a giant 
bear; in her hand she held an oversized honeypot. 
She was there to promote Dollywood’s newest and 
most expensive roller coaster, Big Bear Mountain, 
inspired by an Appalachian legend Dolly heard 
growing up in nearby Locust Ridge. 

Twelve hours before that, she had been 900 
miles away in Frisco, Texas, where she’d hosted 
the Academy of Country Music Awards with Garth 
Brooks. Zipped into a tight, bright dress with criss-
cross cutouts down the sides, she had wheeled 
a pink wagon carrying a live goat onto the stage 
after Brooks introduced her as the G.O.A.T.

AMBITION

T R A V E L S  I N  T H E  A M E R I C A N  S O U T H

After 10 years, our tagline, “Travels in the 
American South,” still says it all. Whether 
we’re showcasing must-visit hotels, 

spotlighting favorite restaurant dishes, or speaking 
with fellow Southerners—from innkeepers and chefs 
to docents and tour operators—we’re committed to 
sharing the best experiences in Southern travel. We 
continue to welcome new voices and perspectives, and 
reimagine ways to use photography and illustration to 
tell our stories in bold and innovative ways. 

Readers trust in our continued commitment to the 
in-depth, longform stories they have come to expect 
on topics ranging from Apalachicola, Florida’s oyster 
industry to the lunch ladies of Lafayette, Louisiana. 
We’ll also keep offering up profiles of well-known 
Southerners, like entertainment icon Dolly Parton and 
Erin and Ben Napier of HGTV’s Home Town fame. After 
all, this is the work that has garnered Southbound 
a host of national honors, including several Lowell 
Thomas awards, presented by SATW and considered 
the most prestigious in travel journalism.
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Well Served | SPOTLIGHT
I N T E L
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A GOOD EGG

Twenty-five years ago, Carl Sobocinski took a chance and opened Soby’s New South 
Cuisine in downtown Greenville, South Carolina, where buildings were largely 
shuttered. Today, the city’s center is bustling with nationally acclaimed eateries, 
and Soby’s is celebrating its silver anniversary. This November, the fine-dining 
restaurant will serve throwback menu items each week; look for the return of their 
beloved meatloaf and chicken-fried steak. But nothing evokes nostalgia quite like 
the deviled eggs, which rotate on and off the menu but will be available this fall 
during the celebrations. For their filling, Executive Chef Shaun Garcia combines the 
cooked yolk with Duke’s mayonnaise, a little Tabasco sauce, and a touch of Creole 
mustard. “It’s simple but delicious.” He looks at deviled eggs as “an empty canvas,” 
playing with various toppings such as a fried oyster, a piece of prosciutto, or—
shown here—crispy bacon with finely chopped chives. “It’s synonymous with the 
South,” says Garcia. The restaurant’s 25th anniversary party is set for November 7 
at Bon Secours Wellness Arena, with performances by Edwin McCain and Grammy 
Award–winning percussionist Archie Pena. JENNIFER GREEN

Southbound’s coverage area includes 12 states: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia.

Radar 
Tracking the hottest trends and 
reporting the biggest news in 
Southern travel

Southern Exposure 
Presenting a fascinating Southern 
location in a photo-intensive treatment

Take Five 
Offering our top picks in categories 
from wineries and gardens to 
ski towns and haunted hotels

Closer Look 
Taking an in-depth look at icons 
of Southern culture, from favorite 
dishes to legendary brands

Insider 
Sharing information from tourism 
pros—docents and concierges, 
outfitters and guides

Perfect Day 
Following a local on their idea of 
a perfect day in their town

Checking In 
Showcasing new and noteworthy 
resorts, inns, hotels, and 
B&B establishments

Well Served 
Spotlighting celebrated restaurants, 
bars, chefs, mixologists, dishes, drinks, 
and food products

One City Three Ways 
Exploring cities from the perspectives 
of three would-be visitors

On the Road 
Traveling the region’s storied trails and 
fascinating itineraries

Walk This Way 
Profiling popular neighborhoods 
and districts along with must-see 
points of interest

Weekend Getaway 
Presenting our best bets for three days 
of fun in a featured locale

Dispatch 
Offering a first-person account of 
a one-of-a-kind experience

Travelogue 
Featuring a travel memory or a 
story of a favorite locale penned by 
a Southern author

My South 
Sharing the favorite Southern 
locales of well-known personalities, 
from actors to athletes
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My South

I spent six months in Atlanta filming The 
Resident. I had never really been to Atlanta 
before. I stayed in Virginia-Highland, a neigh-
borhood I found both intimate and cosmopoli-
tan at the same time. My favorite restaurant, 
Farm Burger, is there. When I discovered that, 
I was like: I’ve found my spot. My custom or-
der was a double patty with cheddar cheese, 
pickles, onions, and tomato on a lettuce 
wrap. No one recognized me there—unless 
you count being recognized as “the guy who 
keeps coming here day after day.” One day I 
wandered over to the only presidential library 
I’ve ever been to: the Carter Center. It was 
fantastic. I learned how much drive Jimmy 
Carter had. When he lost the presidency, he 
could have just folded up and gone home. He 
didn’t, and the second chapter of his life was 
incredible. He said, “This is what we need to 
do” and he did it. I really admire him. I used 
to walk the BeltLine to Ponce City Market—
there’s a real buzz in there—and also to the 

Oceanaire in Midtown. It’s a nice, white-table-
cloth restaurant, and they serve beautiful fish. 
I usually ordered the halibut or the Chilean 
sea bass. Another place I went to all the time 
in Atlanta was the Polar Lounge, which is a 
cryobar. Describing it sounds horrific, like a 
torture chamber. There’s this upright tube you 
get in and while you’re standing there, they 
pump you full of unbelievably cold air with 
dry ice and whatnot. It’s great for your circu-
lation and metabolism, and it really wakes 
you up! I’ve done it many places around the 
country, but that was a particularly nice spot. 
I find Atlanta distinctly itself. It’s very South-
ern, but I found it to be a really young town. 
I appreciate how vibrant it is. AS TOLD TO 

ALLISON ENTREKIN

Andrew McCarthy is an author, director, and actor who 
shot to fame in the 1980s as a member of the Brat Pack. 
On May 9, 2023, he released his latest travel memoir: 
Walking with Sam.

BRAT PACKER 
ANDREW 

MCCARTHY 
ON 

ATLANTA 
THE ACTOR, 

DIRECTOR, AND 
AUTHOR SHARES  

HIS FAVORITE  
SPOTS AROUND 

THE CITY

ILLUSTRATION BY 
COLLEEN O’HARA
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W i l d  a n d  W o n d e r f u l
At 68 feet tall and 125 feet wide, Cumberland 

Falls is Kentucky’s grandest waterfall. While this 
spectacular sight in the heart of the Daniel Boone 
National Forest draws visitors year round, autumn 

adds a kaleidoscope of color from the surrounding 
oak, poplar, hickory, sycamore, and maple trees. 

Learn more about the natural wonder, often called 
the “Niagara of the South,” and other stunning stops 

along the state’s new Waterfall Trail on page 25. 
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Southern Exposure

THIS OLD HOUSE

Out on the Gulf waters under the night sky, it appears 
to float—a mirage-like reminder of Old Florida. Erected 
on pilings at the turn of the 20th century, this cabin in 
Pine Island Sound—along with a handful of others near 
Charlotte Harbor and Port Richey—served as a drop-off 
point for commercial fishermen, who relied on skiffs, 
manpower, and wind in the days before motorized boats. 
Here they would unload their catch, reload supplies, 
and take shelter from storms before heading back out. 
By mid-century, the industry had modernized and cabins 
were no longer crucial, so many were abandoned or 
sold as recreational fish camps and weekend retreats. 
(Johnny Cash and June Carter Cash famously spent time 
at one owned by her parents.) Some were eventually 
destroyed by hurricanes or fires, but several hardy 
structures remain. Thanks to preservationists, most 
are now protected as designated historic sites. Though 
the public is not allowed inside, boaters and kayakers 
may cruise around the longstanding relics, which offer 
excellent photo ops. 

BY JENNIFER GREEN

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN BRADY
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AD RATES  1x 2x 4x
Full page  $5,809 $4,936 $4,442
Two-thirds page $4,852 $4,122  $3,709
Half page  $3,987 $3,388 $3,049
Third page  $3,204  $2,718 $2,446
Quarter page** $1,966 $1,674 $1,506 
Sixth page** $1,345  $968 $871 

Premium Positions
Back cover  $7,875  $6,692  $6,023
Inside front cover $6,971  $5,922 $5,330 
Inside back cover $6,971 $5,922 $5,330
Page 1  $6,876  $5,846 $5,261 
Two-page spread $10,768  $9,153 $8,238

* All rates are net and include 4-color.

**  Quarter and sixth page ads will be formatted 4 or 6 ads to a page

AD SIZES
Full page trim size �������������������������������������������������������������������������������8” x 10.5”
(with bleed) ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������8.25” x 10.75”
(live area) �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������7.25” x 9.75”

Spread trim size ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 16” x 10.5”
(with bleed) ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 16.25” x 10.75”
(live area) �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������15.25” x 9.75”

FRACTIONALS
Two-thirds page ���������������������������������������������������������������������������4.625” x 9.5”
Half page horizontal �����������������������������������������������������������������������7” x 4.625”
Third page square �����������������������������������������������������������������4.625” x 4.625”
Third page vertical ������������������������������������������������������������������������ 2.25” x 9.5”
Quarter page �������������������������������������������������������������������������������3.375” x 4.625
Sixth page vertical ���������������������������������������������������������������� 2.125” x 4.625”

FILE SUBMISSION
Please email a high-resolution, 300 dpi, PDF (6MB max) 
to Whitney Tomasino, production director, wtomasino@
atlantamagazine.com, 404-527-5526. If the file is larger 
than 6MB, please email Whitney for an alternate upload link.

SPRING 2024
Space Close - January 29, 2024
Materials Due - January 31, 2024

SUMMER 2024
Space Close - April 22, 2024

Materials Due - April 24, 2024

FALL 2024
Space Close - July 30, 2024

Materials Due - August 1, 2024

WINTER 2025
Space Close - October 22, 2024

Materials Due - October 24, 2024

Source: Gfk/MRI Atlanta magazine Subscriber Study;$100,000+HHI base,  
Circulation Verification Council, Atlanta magazine Subscriber Study;The Media Audit

DEMOGRAPHICS

Align your brand message with our affluent and engaged audience

$2.16M 
Average Net  

Worth

$300,400 
Average 

Household Income

58% / 42% 
Female/Male 
Subscribers

CIRCULATION

55K  
copies sent to Atlanta magazine 

subscribers in January, April, 
July, and October

5K  
copies sold on 

newsstands across 
the Southeast

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Spring 2024 
Beaches

Summer 2024 
Amusement Parks

Fall 2024 
Free Stuff

Winter 2025 
Key West

EDITORIAL CALENDAR
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THE SOUTH’S 

NEW HOTEL  

EXPLOSION

Where
to Stay
NoW



BEYOND  

BROADWAY

A honky-tonk-free  

guide to Nashville

FANTASY  
ISLAND?

What it’s really  

like to own a  

private paradise

PLUS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JON BRASHER:  
JBRASHER@ATLANTAMAGAZINE.COM  •  770-712-7492


